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sented in a motion at the Rome Congress of the Nationalist Party
in 1920, It was with this Party, more than with the Fasci di
Combattimento, that collaboration with a view to putting into
action their plans of reform seemed possible, On the other hand
there was the Catholic Popular Party, which supported very
strongly, and for obvious reasons, the freedom of teaching con-
nected with the State examinations: the religious schools would
have a better chance of developing. The representatives of the
Fascio di Educazione, and above all Codignola, would have wel-
comed any collaboration which might guarantee the triumph of
the reform. When the March on Rome brought the Fascists to
power, it was natural for the Fascio di Educazione to throw in
their lot with the new Government, in spite of the objections of
many members, provided that Mussolini accepted the idea of an
* idealistic' reform. To the Fascists nothing could be more wel-
come than people determined somehow to renew the life of the
nation; especially if their ideas were not totally opposed to those
on which Fascist propaganda had worked so successfully.
Fascism, which had no definite programme and no doctrine,
found, for some time at least, a programme and a doctrine which
could be immediately translated into deeds. Mussolini's choice
of Gentile, a non-party man with liberal connexions, was not
only the choice of a Minister. When the Duce had to write, ten
years later, his Dottrina del Fascimo, it was Gentile who lent
him, perhaps more than the ideas, the words themselves. Gentile
on the other hand, and some of his followers, such as Codignola,
who entered the Party, thought that they were giving Fascism
an intelligent soul, which would lead the emotions along a good
path. This marriage between philosophy and power was not
very successful in the long run. Not quite fifteen years later
Fascism no longer recognized the Fascio di Educaziom as the
brother of the Fasci di Combattimento. The doctrines which pre-
vailed in 1923 were styled conservative and reactionary and it
was said that the true revolution in the schools had yet to begin.